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For the past week, Madam Chin Siat Ngo, 83,
has been proudly displaying a diamond cross
pendant around her neck – and it is no ordi-
nary pendant.

The centrepiece of that pendant, a
0.41-carat bluish diamond, is made from her
late younger sister Mee Ngo’s ashes.

Madam Chin may be the first person in
Singapore to own a memorial diamond made
from her loved one’s ashes – a gift from her
son and daughter-in-law that cost $9,399.

She wears her pendant only when she
goes to church or out with her family because
she fears losing it.

“It is a good idea for remembrance,” Mad-
am Chin said of her daughter-in-law Penny’s
somewhat unusual suggestion.

The sisters – one a widow and the other un-
married, who were 15 years apart in age – had
been close and lived together for 62 years un-
til Mee Ngo died after a stroke in February
this year.

Madam Chin’s gift took about six months
to produce – her sister’s ashes were sent to a
laboratory in Switzerland in February, where
carbon from the ashes was extracted using
high temperatures.

To create such a rock, 500g of ashes are
needed. Depending on the size of the
gem, it can take up to 52 weeks to
make.

The diamond can then be taken to a jewel-
ler for setting.

Madam Chin’s gem order is the only one
from Singapore since Swiss company Algo-
rdanza International began offering this ser-
vice here this year. It has been available in
more than 20 countries since 2004.

Algordanza Singapore’s prices start from
$6,399 for a 0.25-carat stone, and go up to
$9,399 for a 0.4-carat one and $33,999 for a
one-carat gem.

The colour of the gem can range from
clear to blue, depending on the level of bo-
ron present in the ashes. Boron, a mineral
that occurs in soil, is ingested by humans
along with fruit, vegetables, water and con-
sumer products.

Algordanza Singapore chief executive Ang
Ziqian, 29, said it has received more than 100
queries since March.

What surprised him was that almost half
of the queries came from people who wanted

to turn their own ashes into diamonds after
their deaths, by putting it in their wills.

The company is now studying how such
orders can be carried out, he said.

And what do those who have seen Madam
Chin’s special pendant think of it?

She said with a smile: “They say, ‘Very
nice’.”
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Madam Chin wearing a pendant (close-up on right), the centrepiece of which is a
0.4-carat diamond made from her sister’s ashes. Her sister died after a stroke in February.

Cai Haoxiang

One person suggested that Singapore
should appoint “littering vigilantes”
who can “card” those caught littering.

Another asked how Singaporeans
can be encouraged to give up their seats
on public transport for those who need
them more.

And another mused about the need
for new citizens to stop “congregating”
together and to mix with other Singapo-
reans.

These thoughts surfaced at a dia-
logue yesterday on how the Singapore
Spirit can be developed.

It was a subject dwelt on by Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong in his Nation-
al Day Rally address last month, when
he said that shared values and memo-
ries bind Singaporeans together.

Retired sales manager Loo Chew
Chong, 55, for one, believes that this
shared sense of ownership can be culti-
vated when citizens speak out against
those who litter.

Training can be provided for these
“community guardians” on how to ap-
proach people littering and how not to
be confrontational, he said. “So I sug-
gest giving training to people who want
to do it, give them recognition so they
can flash a card if they are bullied, to
say, ‘I am a guardian of this communi-
ty, this is my home, I want to keep it
clean.’ ”

Mr Loo was giving his suggestion at
the dialogue organised by South West
Community Development Council
(CDC), where MPs Gan Kim Yong, Amy
Khor, Ang Mong Seng and Arthur Fong
engaged in a lively discussion with 300
residents and representatives from
schools, businesses and community or-
ganisations.

In response to Mr Loo’s idea, Mr
Fong said it might work if the “vigilan-
te” is a person seen often in the neigh-
bourhood, such as someone in the Resi-
dents’ Committee. But a stranger who
tells litterbugs off risks getting hurt, he
said. “I think the answer still lies in edu-
cating people through many channels,”
he added.

The dialogue also saw discussions on
other hot topics such as youth volun-
teerism and immigration.

Yusof Ishak Secondary School stu-
dent Ha Ji Won, who is South Korean,
asked how she can get permanent resi-
dency (PR) status or citizenship, as she
wants to continue living in Singapore.
The 16-year-old said her peers were of-
fered PR but she was left out.

Mr Gan, who is also Manpower Min-
ister, replied that the meaning of citi-
zenship and PR-hood goes beyond
enjoying good facilities or a safe envi-
ronment. Rather, it is about partaking
in Singapore’s destiny in good times
and bad.

“So it is a commitment that cannot
be made easily, cannot be made lightly.
So the Government and yourself have
to assess whether you are ready to make
that commitment,” he said.

Yesterday’s event also saw the CDC
giving an update on its social assistance
schemes. From April last year to March,
it placed over 5,200 job seekers, sent
2,100 for training, and organised three
job fairs and 111 recruitment exercises.

There is also a pool of 3,000 “vulnera-
ble” elderly and needy residents that
the CDC wants to target for more regu-
lar support schemes so they will not be
socially isolated, said Dr Khor.

“There is this idea of the daily roll
call...or forming some kind of an elder-
ly social club or a qigong group,” she
said.

Underprivileged residents in the Cen-
tral Singapore District may soon have
more funds for help programmes.

This year, the Central Singapore
Community Development Council
(CDC) is embarking on a $1 million
fund-raising drive, “Lend a Helping
Hand”, to supplement existing local as-
sistance funds.

These programmes help the needy
in Ang Mo Kio GRC, Bishan-Toa Payoh
GRC, Jalan Besar GRC, Yio Chu Kang
SMC and Tanjong Pagar GRC.

The funds will benefit schemes such
as the Bright Homes and Nurture pro-
grammes, which look after the welfare
of vulnerable elderly folk and provide
enrichment for children under 12 years
old respectively.

At present, there are about 3,000 eld-

erly folk and more than 600 children re-
ceiving help from the Central CDC.
The extra $1 million, if raised, could ex-
pand the scheme’s reach to include up
to 250 more seniors and 350 more pu-
pils.

About $350,000 has been raised to
date by companies. The rest will come
from more companies and the public.

Mayor of Central Singapore District
Zainudin Nordin encouraged the pub-
lic to contribute in any way they can,
however small.

He said: “Society has a role to play in
contributing help. We cannot assume
help will always come from the Govern-
ment. We are giving you platforms to
contribute and participate. Come and
discover the range of things you can do
to make our community better.”
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