
BY RACHEL CHAN

D R SILVIU Ionescu
abandoned a black Audi
after mowing down three

pedestrians without stopping to
help, said police yesterday on
the last day of the coroner’s in-
quiry.

Station Inspector Raimi Mo-
hd Yusof with the Traffic Police
division, investigating officer of
the Dec 15 accidents, said the
car had not been stolen outside
the Romanian Embassy, as
claimed by the former diplomat.

Station Insp Raimi present-
ed a 19-page report on the death
of Mr Tong Kok Wai, 30, sum-
ming up testimonies, autopsy
reports and police findings. The
report revealed that the police
had conducted two test drives
on Jan 6.

The first test drive, which
took nine minutes, was from
Peace Centre in Sophia Road to
Hillcrest Arcadia Condominium
in Arcadia Road.

On Dec 15 at 2.30am, Dr
Ionescu, 49, drove Ms Jeong Ae
Ree, 40, home from a KTV ses-
sion at Peace Centre to Hillcrest.

The condominium security
said the car arrived at 2.47am
and left at 2.57am.

The second test drive, from the
condominium to the first accident
scene at the junction of Bukit Pan-
jang Road and Bangkit Road
where Mr Tong was knocked
down, took eight minutes.

The accidents took place at
about 3.10am.

Station Insp Raimi and Ser-
geant Leslie Tan Jeok Leng, the
officer who took down Dr Iones-
cu’s statement after the car was
found on the same day, were the
last two witnesses to testify.

On Tuesday, acting charge
d’affaires Alexandru Coseru said
that the Romanian authorities
had requested access to evi-
dence presented at the coroner’s
inquiry.

The Ministry of Law con-
firmed receipt of the documents
which were left with security
personnel at The Treasury build-
ing. Said a spokesman: “The re-
quest is now being considered
by (the) Attorney-General’s
Chambers.”

State counsel Lau Wing
Yum, and lawyer Subhas Anan-
dan, who represents Mr Tong’s
next-of-kin, have until March
24 to hand in submissions to
the court. State Coroner Victor
Yeo will give his verdict on
March 31.
rachchan@sph.com.sg

Ionescu drove hit-and-run Audi, say police

BY CHERYL LIM

WHEN her aunt-in-law died
after a stroke last month, Ms
Penny Chin, a retiree in her late
50s, chose an unusual way to

remember her.
She sent part of the ashes of

Madam Chin Mee Ngo to Swit-
zerland. There, it is being
turned into a “memorial dia-
mond” through a process that
subjects it to high pressure and
a temperature of 2,500 deg C.

Ms Chin will give the gem to
Madam Chin’s 83-year-old sister.

She is the first here to use
this service by Swiss company
Algordanza International. It has
been available in over 20 coun-
tries since 2004, and has now
been brought here.

Many Singaporeans travel
frequently for studies and job
postings overseas, and miss occa-
sions to remember the dead,
such as Qing Ming, said Algo-
rdanza Singapore chief execu-
tive Ang Ziqian.

“The memorial diamond can
keep the memory permanently
with you, as it can be as mobile
as you want it to be,” he added.

About 500g of ashes are
needed to create a gem, which
takes over three to six months.
The cremation of an adult
leaves about 2kg of ashes.

Expect to pay $6,399 for the
smallest size of 0.25 carat, to
$33,999 for the largest of 1 carat.

The gems come with a bluish
tint because they contain boron,
said Mr Ang. Boron, a mineral
that occurs in soil, is ingested by
humans with fruit, vegetables,
water and consumer products.

While diamonds made from
the remains of the dead are new
here, simulated diamonds made
of other materials in laborato-
ries, such as moissanites and
Russian diamonds, have been
available here since 2004. They

are almost as hard and shiny as
the real thing, and cost only a
fraction of the price.

A real 1-carat diamond costs
about $10,000, but a moissan-
ite of a similar size costs about
$1,000, while a 1-carat Russian
diamond costs only $200.

Mrs Theresa Chen, 52, a
housewife and diamond lover,
said: “It will appeal to those
who want to feel that they have
immortalised their beloved fami-
ly members. However, I find it a
bit strange.”
cheryll@sph.com.sg

Turn late
loved one
into a gem

Dr Ionescu: At about
2am...I drove my car (from
Sophia Road) back to my
office at 48, Jalan Harom
Setangkai alone.
Police: Dr Ionescu (right)
left Peace Centre in
Sophia Road at about
2.30am with Ms Jeong Ae
Ree, 40. He reached her
home at Hillcrest Arcadia
Condominium at 2.47am
and drove off 10 minutes later.

He made a left turn into the Pan-Island
Expressway, filtered left into the slip road leading to
Bukit Timah Expressway, and turned left into Bukit
Panjang Road.

Dr Ionescu: I parked my car...along the main road...
opposite my unit at 48.
Police: Immediately after the accident, Dr Ionescu
continued driving his car and made a right turn into
Woodlands Road. He drove into Sungei Kadut
Avenue and abandoned his car outside the entrance
to a building.

Dr Ionescu: At about 3am, when I was ready to go
(home), I looked out from my office and realised that
my car...was missing. I then asked my driver, Marius
(Trusca)...to drive me around the vicinity of my office
using another car...to look for my car.
In court:Mr Trusca, 43, testified on Tuesday that it
was at 9am on Dec 15 last year that Dr Ionescu

asked him to look around for the Audi in Jalan Harom
Setangkai.

Dr Ionescu: After searching for about 15 minutes to
20 minutes...I still could not find my car...I just asked
Marius to drop me off along one of the roads...I do
not remember where, and I flagged for a taxi for home.
Police: At 3.15am on Dec 15 last year, he took a taxi
from Sungei Kadut Avenue to his home at Grange
Heights condominium.

Dr Ionescu: I did not have or consume any alcohol at
the karaoke.
Police: Investigations revealed that Dr Ionescu had
taken alcoholic drinks at Shangri-La Hotel, Clarke
Quay and the Legend Palace KTV. His companion,
Ms Jeong, testified that he had consumed alcoholic
drinks.

Dr Ionescu: I can confirm
that I was not involved in
any road traffic accident
from 9.30pm on Dec 14 till
3am on Dec 15 last year
In court: Part-time bar-
tender Mohamed Noor
Hussain (right), 38,
positively identified Dr
Ionescu as the driver of
the black Audi that
slammed into three pedestrians in Bukit Panjang
Road on Dec 15 last year.

IONESCU VS POLICE AND WITNESSES
Dr Ionescu’s statement was recorded on Dec 15 last year after a black Audi was
found in Sungei Kadut. We compare his statement with what was presented in court.

HELPDESK
Abandoned: �� yí qì 

Testimonies: �� zhèng cí 

Testify: �� zuò zhèng 

Verdict: �� cái jué 
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